
 

The holiday season featured a devastating power outage 
that affected nearly 600 Sherman homes. It lasted more 
than three days for some homeowners, just in time for 
Christmas, and during temperatures that plummeted to 
low single digits. I was extremely proud of our emergency 
services team along with Public Works for their strong 
response under tough conditions.  

 
However, many of us on the frontlines were, again, miffed at Eversource’s response. When we speak with them and offer feedback, it 
will concern their inability to utilize the local information we provide in order for Eversource management to properly dispatch line-
men. Eversource had 300 crews statewide ready for this storm and I applaud them for that. Yet, due to dispatching confusion (and 
we’ve seen this before) crews would sit idle for long periods of time with no direction. And that’s basically the difference between a 
short outage experience and a longer one, like we just suffered through.  
 
The new year is two days old as I write this, and the beginning of a new year gives an opportunity to reflect on the past year.  Last year 
was the start of putting the pandemic behind us. Although covid-19 is still a major concern, 2022 marked the beginning of it not con-
trolling our world as much and returning to “normal.” We successfully shared a vaccination clinic with New Fairfield that ended in the 
spring. Meetings for almost all boards began to meet in-person. Face covering and other health protocols either ended or were re-
duced. Yet, we must not abandon them; they are good health practices year-round.    
 
This last year featured many important capital projects. Voters approved two new trucks for Public Works, one large and one smaller. 
Voters also approved a new utility tractor along with attachments for public works.  Voters approved new floors for the SVFD in their 
bays and also in Charter Hall. Also approved were necessary rescue equipment (cutter, spreader, and a ram) for dealing with severe 
vehicular accidents. Mallory Town Hall received new sidewalks, a new roof, and a repaired chimney.  Voters also approved five storage 
spaces/containers that are now safely storing equipment for the Scouts, the Veterans, the SVFD, the Sherman Playhouse, and Public 
Works.  The soccer field at Veterans Field is redone, leveled out, and made like brand new. The leaky roof in our firehouse building re-
ceived repair and so did the roof in the Public Works office. We added two new generators, one up at Public Works and the other at 
Mallory Town Hall.  
 
In an ongoing effort to slow drivers down, we added 4 speed indicators. In addition, we added overtime hours for our resident trooper 
to focus solely on speeders on Town byways – and has he ever!  
 
The Sherman School has much-needed and safe new playgrounds. On May 26th the Board of Selectmen voted to form a building com-
mittee to repair the Sherman School. This new committee is a productive group working hard to do the best they can on behalf of our 
students and also on behalf of our taxpayers.  
 
Both budgets – Education and Town -- passed easily. Taxes decreased by two percent marking four years of tax decreases in a row.  
 
We passed an ordinance to abate taxes for disabled veterans. We got started on an adult programming program. We’ve devoted extra 
time and attention to emergency management, and also safety management and speed reduction on our roadways. We hired a new 
Public Works supervisor and new Public Works crew member. We hired a new assistant tax assessor.   We secured a grant from the 
State Historic Preservation Commission to repair the Scout House.  The Sherman Library returned to having its classic end-of-the-year 
gala – and it was a blast! The Sherman Veterans Association is thriving and more active than ever. The Weed Warriors removed moun-
tain-sized piles of invasive plant species. Happy Acres Farm is thriving and looks spectacular. Our Scouts performed multiple acts of 
kindness and solved a big headache by building another kayak rack. Parks and Recreation had a record amount of sign-ups and man-
aged a very successful summer camp. Our Senior Center is thriving and is managed with the utmost love and care. Some of us want to 
see a larger, better senior facility for our seniors and you can expect to hear more about that as we go forward. Our SVFD was tremen-
dously active and busy with calls in 2022 along with its members’ ongoing and diligent training.  Sunny warm weather graced our Me-
morial Day Parade and it was one of the largest parades ever.   
 
The New Year brings on a new budget season and there are many chal-
lenges on that front this year. But we will find a way to make it work. I’d 
like to express my gratitude for getting a chance to work with Bob Os-
trosky and Joel Bruzinski on the Board of Selectmen. And from the BOS 
to you, we wish you a Happy, Safe, and Healthy New Year!   
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